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FHADES AND CRAFTS

hernees
There were meny tanners in the county, &S shoes,

seddles etc, had to be made in the county. Tsnning the hides
into good leather was a profession in itself, for it took

twelve months of working with the hide to tan it into leather,
,d Robert Shrader was one of the best harness mekers in the
county. He lived in The Hills community, where Frenk Deputy

now lives., He tanned his own lesther and then mede it into:

herness, bridles, saddles and shoes.

*x Henry Shrader and R.uv.Shrader were also sucessful tanners

and Willlam Fertlg E saddle maker., These men also lived
in The Hills community.mot far from Huntersville,
Jake Smith of Edrey was a tanner.
,ﬁ’ Thomes Morrison of Jacox was a very busy man, He built
8 grist mill that would grind both corn and wheat. On December
18, 1860 he did not come home for supper, and when members of

the femily went to investigste ghey found hinm dead, - caught

in the wheels &f the mill, For a number of years after his

death his widow Sarah Morrison took care of the mill, She algg
vove blankete. coverlids and many otker products of the

Spinning wheel and loopm and s0ld.Vith the products

end Praoceeds of

of her loom
the mill she E&Tned & 14x

‘ing for the fami
Finally D, C.Hill' & son- v

in-law took over the mill. He rented it




r the mill for & ghere of the

out to tennants who cared fo
eelrite and 8 plackam

1the

{ncome. 1lhomas Morrison was also & wh
e made rolling

He had &an old time turning lethe on which h

pins and dough trays(large wooden bowls that resembled vhat

we call & mixing bowl). He seems to have been & geniue for

urs Wade McMillion of Jacox, & ug!.t—grqq?-

paking thingse
e mede in the

loom and & spinning wheel that h

e been handed down from mother to

ion had & blanket in

dsughter, has &8
18860 for his wife. They hav

dsughter, and are gtillin useo.Mrse McMill

the making the day I was to see her.She also showed me SOme

blenkets &and coverlids.that sareh Morrison had made ye&crs &g0e

D,C.Smith slso made shoes ani boaontse

o
oe ayette Burner was a shoemakeTo
ggﬂﬁlﬁﬂ) ﬂapoleon B, Arbogast--a shoemaler
11is Eouchin---=---& blacksmith &nd & gggamith. &7 ﬁ.* s
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.f p.Curry and G W.Burner had grist millse.

The Onlsawoman shoemsker

excellent shoemsker,
P

X erhaps the first shoemaker in the county was Ehomau'

Drinnon,the pioneer who ceme here soon after John McNeel aﬁa 3

the Xennisons ceame, . £ B
t}h& . - - . g )

rlec and Jacob Xennison, the pioneer btrothers : i
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were skillful workers in wood with the broad ax anﬂ'ﬂhzy By

ﬂww e =

Some of the first carpenter work ever domne ' el

was done by them and Richard Bill.-ﬁhﬁ$”

logs for John lMcNeel's house. He alsg




reatly valued in planning and constructing forte.

Robart MoClary of Mill Point wae a ssddle maker,

John Duffield hed a grist mill where the Huntersville

bridge crosses Knapps Creek., It was there at the time the

Huntersville and Warm Springs Turnpike was built in 1836to
1638, for the contract for the road calls for e bridge to be

built across the creek at Duffield's mill dam,

ﬁ%’ John Bruffey, Sr. and his son John Bruffey Jr, were

Stone mesons, While they did other work in stone, the

making of grave stones was their Specialty, Almost every
cemetery in the lower Section of the county, especielly on
bruffeys creek, has stones msde by the Bruffeys, John, Sr,

was a Revolutionary war soldier,He met his death by being
theown from hig horse when & deer jumped out of the brush

and scaiéd ite John Bruffey, Jr. hsg & very unususl enperien;?

—

ce witth_bear on€times; He hag a?ﬁne time killeq g Panther
With an®sx, The panther_wﬁs trying to catch & smell dog that
Wes under a 1ag gng while it vhag itg attention on the dog
Bruffey came Up behind 1t apg kiiled it with his ax, He
decided that if he coulg Zill a panther in this way that
he coulg glso kil?%ther &ninals in like fashion therefore
ke went into & laurel thicket on & besar, hut Was not
Sucessful ang t

he bear 80t him by the knee ang almost tore
off hig leg before help coulg be hsd,

o0 U.B.Swecker came tg Dunmore in 187y

JEars omng gf the beg




The raising of 1live Btock continued to be one of the

chief sourcee of income for most of the land ownersg. nwe find

in 1882, Moses Moore raised and sold stock to the amount

of $15,000. without menthdn of stock fed and held unsolde

0% Samuel Sutton of Durbin was & blacksmith.
William Sutton & wagon maker and

John Sutton a cabinet maker. It #s seid that he made .

beautiful furniture.

Fromuftﬂist, of Pocahontas--Price
& Bharles Shinaberry-Clover Lick
gf‘Tom Bruffey---Lobelia
e lies. Geo, Kinceid---Durbin

gthe. Wade McMillion--Jdacox
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Shortly after the construction of the first ro
into Focahontas County (1838) called the Warm Springs

énd Huntersville Turnpike, & man by the neme of John

Harness began hauling goods from Staunton into the mount-

ains for the purpose of trading with the settlers. He

made his headquarters at the home of John Bradshaw at
Huntersville and here he began to trade his supplies of

salt, corfee, powder, lead, a few pieces of celico, etc.,

venison and ginseng of the hunters. From

for the Pelts,

this fact the place became known &s Huntersville. It had

8 Very prosperous development on account of the traders

meeting here to exchange goods. It was no uncommon thing

fo}'fﬁé'Huntersville'ﬁerchants to realize three or four
hundred’ per cent on dry goods, and not much less on gro-

ceries during the period from 1822 to 1845,

destroyed most of the business part of the village,
Other buildings were erected but were burned by the Fed-
eral troops to bPrevent its being a confederate depot for
military supplies,

“hen peace was Testored between the States, Hint-

ersville Tecuperated Tapidly. liany trades were Carried
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homes were what they wanted, wher

Along

With the Pioneers,
fathers ang Sons could be settled in communities.
®ith subsistence they desired social comforts, and ad-

Vantages of ingelligent christien worship. ° The Scotch-
Irish, by Whom Pocahontas Vounty was chiefly settled, had
by lnheritance the hizhest Teligious Standards. Mr. Andrew
Price in ope of his ¥ritings saiqg that the Pioneers seemed
to combine the qualities of courage, carnage ang industry
with religion,

The first Bible ever to have been brought to the
Walers of the “reenbrier Was in the Wesch dialect and was
brought by Martha licNeel, wire of John McHeel,

lrs. Jacop Jarwick of Clover ik
Woman, wés Said to have Telt herselr Very honoreg When a

Minister wWould visjt her hope &nd preacgh, He woulg re-
Célve a njce horse gp Souething €lse ag véluable ag & Token
of 8Dbpreciatjiop Wlen he left, Mrs, farwick in her o014 gge
88thered the Tirst Sabbath School eyep taught jip Pocahontas
County, In the Summer her S€rvantsg would lirt her on her

horse, and she Would then Tide aboyt Tour'miles o g Schoo]

house Fhere the Josigh Friel cabin stooq, The €Xerciseg

%ould brgin about Nine O'clock, There wgs na Prayer, no

singing; but ghe Would regg the Bible, talk g Ereat deal,

and give good 8dvice, The Scholars Would reag theirp Bible

With hep, e excrcises woulqd close &bout tw

“¢ School wgg M8inly mage up or Josigh
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